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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BRINGS JOY
The Third Sunday in Advent 
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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

December 13, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For worshippers 
joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an 
usher or other volunteer. 
If you are worshipping online, we would love to see just what kind of impact our worship 
services are making. Please fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're 
worshiping from and how we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at 
www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You can also contact us with any questions or prayer requests 
via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634).

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC

† Please practice social distancing whenever possible. Keep close personal interactions 
to a minimum, especially when inside the building. Please feel free to worship from 
the Welcome Center, if you feel uncomfortable with the number of people in the 
sanctuary. 

† Please practice good hygiene. Masks, hand sanitizer, and kleenex are available in the 
Welcome Center. Our restrooms are located along the hallway on the west side of the 
worship space.

† Large print service folders, hearing devices, and printouts of the bible readings and 
hymns are available on the Information Booth in the Welcome Center, if you need them.

† Your offering and connect card can be placed in the slots on the top of the Information 
Booth in the Welcome Center. If you have a smartphone, you can fill out the online 
connect card. Empty offering plates will be brought forward and place on the altar to 
symbolize our sacrifice to God.

† Children’s bulletins can be picked up at the Information Booth in the Welcome 
Center. If your children become fussy, you can quiet them in the Welcome Center.  The 
Children’s Message will still take place.  However, the children will not be invited 
forward. Please keep them with you in your pew.
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† Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. Following post-service announcements, 
pastor(s) will leave down the side aisles and head outside to greet you. Ushers will 
dismiss worshipers from the back moving forward; and down the center aisle, as well 
as the side aisles. This is to minimize personal contact. Please take this service folder 
with you and dispose of it properly.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

Light and darkness is a huge theme of Advent and Christmas time. The 
days get “shorter,” thus increasing the darkness we see; trees, wreaths, 
and houses are decked out with various kinds of lights; we focus on the 
Light of the world and the darkness of our sin. There’s something special 
about light at this time of year—it brings a certain happiness, glee, and 

joy with it. How much more does the Light of the world bring us joy in the midst of our 
spiritual darkness!

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is blue, which recalls the color of the sky, from which 
our Lord will come again.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“Jesus Messiah.” By Chris Tomlin. © 2008 Vamos Publishing. Used by permission: CCLI#145043.

 

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes | CW 12
Verse 1-Song Leaders; 2-All; 3-Pastors; 4-All   

Please stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 

love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you. 

Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways       
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 
his own dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen. 

8:00 - BAPTISM - Lillyann Sarah Knoll

This hymn matches 
well with today’s 

First Reading. It also 
sets a joyful tone for 
our time of worship!
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:     In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
C: ♫ Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Blessed are they who take refuge in him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Blessed are they who take refuge in him. ♫

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray.

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.
Be seated.

The Word

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 61:1-3,10,11
The coming Light brings righteousness and praise.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

CHURCH CHOIR You Are the Light

SECOND LESSON  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
The joy that comes from the Light is eternal.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
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LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES
M: We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Light of the world. He came 

to defeat the prince of darkness.
C: We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people's prayers. John 

proclaimed him the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
M: We hear his call to see the light.
C: We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence.
M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.

Please stand.
GOSPEL  - John 1:6-8, 19-28
The Light is coming. 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
For the time being, please keep children with you in the pews.

HYMN O Lord, How Shall I Meet You | CW 19
Verse 1-All; 2-Pastors; 3-Women; 4-Men; 5-All 

SERMON As You Prepare for Jesus, Be Like John    

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

The general symbolism of the 
Advent Wreath lies in the 

growing light of the wreath, 
increasing each week as we 

approach the birthday of Jesus, 
the Light of the world.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to support 
the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church body, the 
WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  
If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

WELS CONNECTION VIDEO  

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Holy Redeemer, Prince of Peace, though you 

appeared here in lowliness to free us from our 
sins, and to establish peace between us and our God, we have your promise that 
you will come again in great power to judge all hearts, and fill your church with 
eternal glory.

C: We await your advent with eagerness and joy. Come quickly to take us to the 
place in our Father's house, which you have prepared for all who love you.

M: Help us to be prepared at all times for your coming. Keep our hearts filled with true 
contrition and faith; overcome our doubts; cast sin from our lives; keep us from 
embracing the treasures and sinful pleasures offered by the world. Fill us with 
humility, that we may never trust our own works to merit heaven, but rely fully on 
you to save us. 

C: Cause your Holy Spirit to work in us through Word and sacrament.
M: Lord Jesus, with the bright hope of your coming, cast the dark shadows of sorrows 

and cares from our hearts. As we await your advent, help us in all our needs. 
Increase brotherly love and harmony among us. 

C: Hear our prayers as we call out to you night and day, and deliver us in all our 
afflictions. 

These monthly updates from 
our church body serve to 

remind us that God is at work 
in so many places and in so 

many different ways. What a 
joy to see the Light spreading 

across this world!
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M: Because you are the Light of the Gentiles, enlighten the hearts of people everywhere 
with the gospel, calling them to saving faith. Convert all sinners to you, that none 
be left in spiritual darkness to speak against your holy name.

Special prayers and intercessions

M: Receive these and all our prayers, not because we are worthy, but because you are 
merciful. Hear us also now as we pray the prayer you taught:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
Be seated. 

HYMN Jesus, Messiah
Verse by Song Leaders, All sing Chorus                                                                  

Song Leaders: He became sin Who knew no sin 
That we might become His Righteousness 
He humbled himself and carried the cross 
Love so amazing, Love so amazing 

All:
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Song Leaders: His body the bread His blood the wine 
Broken and poured out all for love 
The whole earth trembled  And the veil was torn 
Love so amazing, Love so amazing 

All: Jesus, Messiah; Name above all names; 
Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 
The Rescue for sinners, 
the Ransom from heaven; 
Jesus Messiah, Lord of all.

Song Leaders: All our hope is in You 
All our hope is in You 
All the glory to You, God 
The light of the world 

All: Jesus, Messiah; Name above all names; 
Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 
The Rescue for sinners, 
the Ransom from heaven; 
Jesus Messiah, Lord of all.

Song Leaders: Jesus, Messiah; Lord of all.
You’re the Lord of All.
You’re the Lord of All.

Please stand. 
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Notice how these words 
encompass some of Jesus’ titles 
(Messiah, Emmanuel), along 

with the work he accomplished 
for us (rescue and ransom).
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BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face 
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and (+)   
give you peace.

C:  Amen. 
Be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN Christ Is the World's Light | CW 343
Verse 1-All; 2-Men; 3-Women; 4-All 

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols

Dec. 24 at 4:00 & 6:30 PM

Christmas Morning Communion Service
 Dec. 25 at 9:30 AM

New Year's Eve Communion Service
Dec. 31 at 6:30PM
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Isaiah 61 is known as the fifth Servant Song, which highlights the work of Jesus as 
the servant of both God and man. Read Luke 4:16-22 to see how his fellow 
townspeople responded to him saying these words were fulfilled. How does the 
world tend to respond to similar fulfillments of God’s Word?

2. Agree or disagree and explain. An unbeliever is not able to be thankful, rejoice, or 
run away from evil things (things listed in 1 Thess. 5:16-22) because he does not have 
the Light of Christ.

3. Think of three specific ways you can still be a light to others and confess your faith to 
them during the Christmas season. Try to carry out at least one of them before 
Christmas Eve.

4. What are some possible “grand and glorious” identities that the devil gets us to 
chase after? What are some of the truly grand and glorious identities that Christ has 
already given us?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
The Events of Judgment Day 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

REMINDER: WINTER QUARTER SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS THIS WEEK

If you have a child in preschool through 6th grade, your family should already be 
registered for our virtual Sunday School. The next set of printed lessons should have 
arrived at your home already. If you haven't received them, please contact Kent Schroeder 
(715-421-4202 or knks@wctc.net) to be sure you are on our list.  Video recordings of the 
bible lessons are available on Fridays, so you can choose the best day and time for your 
family to hold Sunday School. You can find the video lessons at nph.net/ss-at-home or the 
youtube channel for Northwestern Publishing House. 

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM Dec. 20 | 3:00-6:00 PM

In place of an indoor concert, Northland Lutheran High School is hosting a live, outdoor 
Journey to Bethlehem.  This walk-through experience will take place next Sunday. You 
will travel through the living nativity as a group of up to three people from your 
household, with groups socially distanced. To reserve a time slot, visit www.nlhs.org and 
follow the link under the Calendar & Events tab. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS LIVESTREAMED TODAY Dec. 13 | 3:00 PM

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wis., will present “Christmas at the Seminary,” 
a choral concert, this afternoon Sunday.  The concert will be livestreamed at 3:00 PM at 
livestream.com/WLSLive. Luther Preparatory School, Watertown, Wis., will also  
livestream its Christmas concert at 3:00 PM today plus on Thursday, Dec. 17 at 10 AM. 
You can watch it at livestream.com/lps/concerts2021. 
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RECORDING THE SCHOOL CHRISTMAS SERVICE

Our tech team is recording the School Christmas Service this week. 
Following the school's safety protocols, the younger children (Preschool 
- 2nd grade) will be recorded on one day and the older children (grade 3-
8) on another day. The faculty and staff will also be recorded.  Then all 
of these videos will be pieced together to form the School Christmas 
Service.  The recording will be posted on our website and facebook on 
Dec. 24.  It will also be shown on public access cable television. Look for 
a schedule of broadcast times in the near future.

ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER

You probably know that many of your brothers and sisters in Christ have not attended an 
in-person worship service since the pandemic began. Although they may watch the 
service online or on TV, they are missing out on the encouragement they might receive 
from gathering with other Christians. You can encourage them by taking them their mail 
from church or the free calendar from the funeral home. (Make it a contactless delivery.) 
You could also pull out your church directory and send a Christmas card to someone you 
haven't seen in a while. (Send it off with a prayer.)  They will appreciate knowing someone 
is thinking of them.

OUT OF GIFT IDEAS? 

Be sure to check out the display in the Welcome Center for St. Paul's Bookstore. They have 
children's books, Christmas music, small gifts, and individual & boxed Christmas cards. 
More books are stocked just inside the door to the Resource Center.  Place your payment 
in the black cash box on the Welcome Center display. (Maybe pair one of their gifts or 
cards with a gift card from the Scrip program.)

GIFT RECEIVED FROM THRIVENT 
We recently receive a gift through Thrivent Financial's Thrivent Choice program. This 
program allows members who own Thrivent products to direct charitable giving dollars 
to various ministries.  We thank those members who participate in Thrivent Choice.  If 
you have a Thrivent account, we encourage you to explore this benefit.
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HOLIDAY SCRIP SCHEDULE

FOR NORTHLAND SCRIP USERS
We received word from Northland that this Sunday, Dec. 13, is the last day before 
Christmas to place any big scrip orders.  If you need any scrip for gift giving or Christmas 
shopping, please order them this weekend.  Also, please try to plan ahead and buy 
whatever scrip you may need over the holiday break.  Scrip will be available, but only on 
a limited basis, as the following Sunday schedule shows:
Dec. 13 - Last day that Northland will be sending in an order, so the last chance to be sure 

to get what you want.
Dec. 20 - Northland will still take orders and fill what they can out of their stock. If they 

don't have what you want, you may have to wait until the new year to get it.
Dec. 27 - Northland Scrip Center is closed. We will sell from what stock we have here at 

St. Paul's
Jan. 3 - Orders will resume as usual.

FOR ST. PAUL'S SCRIP USERS 
As the calendar year is coming to a close we’d like to remind you of a few dates:
Dec. 20 - The last date to order physical scrip gift cards for Christmas delivery.  Cards will 

be distributed on Wednesday, Dec. 23. 
Dec. 27 - There will be no cards sales in church nor will an order be placed. Please plan 

ahead for your gift giving and your usual weekly scrip use. We do appreciate our 
repeat customers each week!

A last reminder: Scrip can be used for dining, gas, groceries, department stores, and online 
shopping including both Visa and Discover cards for general shopping anywhere. A 
simple gas or fast food card makes the perfect small gift that are greatly appreciated. If 
you’re an online shopper, go to https://www.shopwithscrip.com/ to see what we have to 
offer! If you have questions please call 715-569-4018 or email stpaulsscripwr@gmail.com.

Light Has Come
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CALENDAR                      December 13-20

SUNDAY              8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 

MONDAY           11:00 AM Worship for at-risk individuals

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Leadership Council in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM Chapel Service
4:00 PM Midweek Advent Worship
5:30 PM Handbell Practice
6:30 PM Midweek Advent Worship
7:30 PM People Close to God Class

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom
6:00 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym

SUNDAY     8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT
Last Week’s Attendance: 169      
From July 1, 2020 to December 4, 2020 
Actual ministry income:  $408,511
Actual cost of ministry:   $427,410         

Mortgage balance:  $1,329,437          

Christmas 
Eve 

Worship at 
4:00 & 
6:30 PM

Christmas 
MORNING
 at 9:30 

AM
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